
Our Lady of the Snows

&

Shrines of the Midwest
Presented by Wendt Touring, Inc.
5 days…
HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE:

National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows ~ Gateway Arch


Museum of Westward Expansion ~ Cathedral Basilica of St. Louis


Mississippi River Cruise ~ St. Joseph Shrine ~ Union Station


Historic St. Charles ~ National Shrine of St. Philippine Duchesne


Saint Mary-of-the-Woods ~ St. Theodore Guerin ~ Providence Center

JOURNEY INCLUDES:

*Motorcoach transportation


*Four nights lodging 


*Seven meals - four continental breakfasts & three dinners


*All sightseeing & shrine donations
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*Baggage handling


*Daily Mass & prayer


*Pilgrimage Coordinator

PILGRIM FARE:
               Call for updated pricing and availability.
Travel Arrangements made by Wendt Touring, Inc.
401 Market Street - Suite 707, Steubenville, OH  43952

740-282-5790 or Toll Free 877-565-8687

www.WendtTouring.com
Day 1 - Home City - Belleville, Illinois - National Shrine of Our Lady of Snows:  Travel by motorcoach en route to Belleville, Illinois.  Rest and meal stops will be made periodically.  By late afternoon we arrive at one of the largest outdoor shrines in North America, the National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows.  Located near the bluffs of the Mississippi River Valley, the shrine is owned by the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate and blends spirituality, unique architecture, and imaginative landscaping to create a serene setting.  Enjoy a delightful four-night stay at the comfortable Shrine Hotel located on the grounds.  Celebrate Mass and then gather for dinner at the shrine dining hall.

Day 2 - National Shrine of Our Lady of Snows - :  Enjoy the day at Our Lady of Snows.  After breakfast we will gather for a group orientation followed by a guided tour of the shrine.  Nine devotional areas are located throughout the 200 acres of natural beauty.  A miracle, revealed in a summer snow which covered the Esquiline Hill in Rome, triggered the construction of the magnificent Basilica of St. Mary Major and still stands today as the seat of devotion to Our Lady of the Snows.  Each year, nearly one million people visit the National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows in Belleville, not so much because of the legend, but because of the honor due to Our Lady which flows from her special role in the Church.  Later today we will gather to celebrate Mass and have the opportunity for confession, Eucharistic Adoration, reciting a group rosary and visiting the beautiful gift store.  Dinner is included at the shrine.

Day 3 - Cathedral Basilica of St. Louis - Gateway Arch - Museum of Westward Expansion - St. Joseph Shrine - Mississippi River Cruise:  Following breakfast we leave Belleville and travel to St. Louis, Missouri - Gateway to the West.  Visit the magnificent Cathedral Basilica of St. Louis.  Constructed in the Byzantine and Romanesque architectural styles, the cathedral features some of the finest marble and glass mosaics in the country.  Enjoy a guided tour and then celebrate Mass in this lovely cathedral.  Later today following a lunch break stop at the city’s major landmark, the Gateway Arch.  This inverted catenary of gleaming stainless steel which soars 630 feet above the Mississippi River commemorates what was the gateway to the West for thousands of 19th-century pioneers. The Museum of Westward Expansion, located beneath the arch, contains an extensive collection of artifacts as well as exhibits related to the Lewis and Clark expedition.  Later today we visit St. Joseph Shrine Church, site of an authenticated miracle.  We then board the Gateway Clipper for a delightful cruise on the mighty Mississippi River.  Enjoy breathtaking views of the St. Louis skyline.  This evening enjoy time for dinner and to explore the festive markets and specialty stores at historic Union Station.

Day 4 - St. Charles, Missouri - National Shrine of St. Philippine Duchesne - Historic District:  After breakfast we journey to the historic town of St. Charles.  Founded by French Canadians in 1769, St. Charles became an early center for education west of the Mississippi.  Enjoy time at the National Shrine of St. Philippine Duchesne, a frontier-era nun from France who volunteered to be a missionary in America in the early 19th-century.  Mother Duchesne helped found six convents and was responsible for opening up many schools throughout Missouri and Louisiana, including the first free school for girls west of the Mississippi.  She died in 1852 and is entombed at the shrine.  We will celebrate Mass and then have free time to explore the museum and grounds.  Later today enjoy free time for lunch and shopping in the St. Charles Historic District which embraces nine blocks along Main Street and features 100 shops and 25 restaurants.  Later today we return to Belleville for dinner and overnight.
Day 5 - Saint Mary of the Woods - National Shrine of St. Theodore Guerin - Journey Home:  After breakfast we begin our journey home.  En route stop at the lovely Providence Center located in the town of Saint Mary-of-the-Woods, Indiana.  Founded in 1840 by St. Theodore Guerin, the Sisters of Providence of Saint Mary-of-the-Woods have committed themselves to works of love, mercy and justice.  The Sisters of Providence share the grounds here with Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College, a Catholic institution dedicated to the higher education of women since 1840.  Our tour of the area will feature the beautiful Church of the Immaculate Conception, the Shrine of St. Theodore Guerin and the National Shrine of Our Lady of Providence, Queen of the Home.  Later today continue east en route home.
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